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Nilsen was contracted by John Holland to carry out 
the complete electrical installation for the latest 
extension and upgrade to the control centre to the 
Sydney Light Rail Line in Pyrmont. The Inner West 
Light Rail Extension will: improve access to public 
transport and connections between where people 
live, work and visit; provide new connections to 
surrounding shopping and entertainment districts 
such as the Sydney Fish Markets, Star City, Paddy’s 
Markets, Capitol Square and Leichhardt 
Marketplace; allow passengers to easily 
change between light rail, bus and bicycle, as well as 
trains at Lewisham and Dulwich Hill; enhance local 
access and amenity along the disused freight rail 
corridor; encourage sustainable and healthy travel 
options. 

Nilsen commenced on site in March 2013 with a 
current competition date of June 2013 on the project. 
 
Nilsen’s scope of works include: the supply and 
install of electrical fire and communications services 
to the Pyrmont depot building extension as well as all 
labour, plant, equipment and materials necessary to 
complete the electrical services installation which 
form part of the Pyrmont Depot. All of this must be 
completed with minimal disruption due to the light rail 
facility still being fully operational. 
 

• Completion Date: June 2013 

• Man Hours: 644 

• LTI’s: TBA 
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John Holland

The project involved Supply and Installation of the Electrical HV & LV, Communi-
cations, Fire and Security services for the Mackillop Catholic College at Johnston, 
Palmerston.

Mackillop Catholic College

•	 The HV works included extension of existing 11kV PWC 400sqmm network from 
Farrar Blvd to a new indoor sub-station located within the new College and install 2 
RMUs.

•	 Nilsen designed and constructed Main Switchboard is located within this room 
providing sub main supplies to seven Distribution boards located throughout the 
complex as well as mechanical Chiller supplies, power factor correction units and 
provision for future stage electrical requirements.

•	 Nilsen installed a Siemon Cat 6A communications distribution system incorporating 
Fibre Optic backbone cabling linking five communications cabinets distributed 
throughout the buildings.

Early in the program there were design issues requiring a delay to the original 
completion date. Nilsen offered an alternative cost/time saving arrangement for the 
distribution of the submain cables from the designed underground reticulation which 
required nylon jacket cable having a lengthy supply lead time.

An innovative change to the standard emergency lighting system and control that 
Nilsen proposed and subsequently was accepted by the client was to use CBI 
monitoring relays in lieu of the timer, contactor and pushbutton method usually 
installed. The advantage of this relay is twofold, in that it reduces the amount of 
cabling to be installed in the field, but more so, the relay monitors all lighting circuits 
and in the event of power loss to any lighting circuit it engages a contactor to bring on 
all emergency lighting circuits providing.




